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REMARKS 

The examiner rejected the pending claims under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for lulling to particularly pomi out and distinctly claim the subject matter of the 
invention. In regard to base claim 7. the exacniner stated confiision as to whether "the 
instrument" in lines 1 1, 12-13 and 14 refer to the "surgical instrument" recited in the preamble or 
to the "instrument" referred to in line 2 of claim 7. Applicant respectfully amends claims 7-11, 
22, 29 and 30, so that the preajnMe recites "surgical device" clarifying that -the instrument" 
refers to "an instrument" recited la line 2. Additionally, Applicant respectfuDy amends "the 
instrument body" to "the body" to more clearly and consistently recite the claimed element. 

In regard to claims 29 and 30 the examiner asserts that the "threads" have already been 
"defined in claim 1." Applicant jespectfully disagrees. Claims 29 and 30 further defme the 
locking means reciied in claim 7 and thus do not resuh in a double recitation of the same 
element. Applicant further submits that the specification identifies several locking means, such 
as, but not limited to, the locking means diseased on page 8 starting at line 16. 

All of the pending issues presented by the examiner have been addressed. AppUcant 
respectfijlly submits that the applicatfon is in condition for allowance and requests that a timely 
Notice of Altowance be issued in Ihis case. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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